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Without a doubt, the Rmsen or Zero Fighter is tha most famous alrcraft
aver prodieced by Japanese industry. Al the time of its debut In 1939, it
was arguably the best fighter aircraft - adther carrier- or land-based - in
the world. Above all, i possessed unsurpessed maneuverability and
range, while its firepower and speed were at least the equal of its
contemporaries. Development of the Zero began in May of 1837,
Mitsubishi's team was led by Chiel Engineer Jiro Horlkoshi, the man
responsible for the Navy Type 96 Carrier Fighter (the ASM “Claude®),
itsall a very successiul plane. Homkoshl's design lar the naw fghter was
packed with leatures which were innovations at the time: refractable
landing gear, a fully enclosed cockpll, & variable-pitch propaller,
segmented fuselage construction, a streamiined drop lank, wing-mounted
20mm cannon and more, The AGM1 profotype was completed in March of
1939, and made s first flight in April. During testing, the profctype —
powered by a TB0hp Zuisel engine -- achieved a speed of 481 km'h, This
and its othar performance characieristics all meat or exceeded the Mavy's
reguirements. Following lesting, minor modifications (such as swilching 1o
a three-blade propefler) were made and the aircralt was handed over 1o
the Navy for further lests in Seplember. Following commancemant of the
Mavy's testing, the third and following profotypes were fitted with the
540hp MNakajima Sakae 12 engine, further improving on the plane’s
already excepticnal performance. Compared 10 the Zuisei-powered
veraion, this type was 270mm longer and 19kg heavier, but op spead
was boostad to 5334 km'h. Although the second prototype was lost ina
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unexplained accidant in which the plane came apart in mid-air, the Nawvy's
Iests were otherwise completely successiul, and the Sakae-powered Zero
was adopted by the Navy in July of 1840 becoming officially known as the
Navy Type Zero Carrier Fighter Model 11, or ABM2 (the name was
revised in 1842 to AGM2a). Even prior to the plane's official adoption,
fifleen pre-production examples had been sent 1o China for combat trials.
Thesa aircraft fulfilled the Navy's hopas for the type. Together with
production planes, they combined lo shool down 99 Chinese alrcrafl
while losing just two of thair own number to ground fire during one
combat in September. A tolal of 64 Model 11 Zeros were produced
Employed as land-based planes, these aircraft lacked carrier-use
features such as tall hooks and folding wings. Beginning with the &7th
aircrafi, however, 50cm manual-folding wingtips, tall hooks and other
maodifications were incorporated. This version of the Zero was adopied as
the Modsl 21, or AEM2b. Nakajima Hikoki also began their production of
the plane with this model. 1 was the ABM2b which spearheaded the
Japanese seccessas al Pearl Harbor, Wake, the Philippines and othars,
firmly establishing it as the most formidable fighter n the sky during he
early years of the Pacific War

DATA Crew: 1, Length overall: 9.060m, Wingspan: 12.00m, Height
3.570m, Maximum speed: 533.4 km'h a1 4,300m, Powerplant Makajima
NKAC Sakae 12 14-cylinder air-cooled radial (840hp), Standard
armameant: Two 7, 7mm machine guns, two 20mm cannon
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“WARNING” FUNCTIONAL SHARP POIHT‘S‘
“WARNUNG" SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
“Avestissement” Points essentiels de foncHonnement
“ATTENZIONE"™ PART! MOLTO ACUMINATE

“AVISO" PUNTOS AGUDOS EM FUNCIONAMIENTO
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#*MAKE SURE TO READ INSTRUCTIONS LISTED
BELOW BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

# ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD ALSO READ
INSTRUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDREN
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E:l'F B, AGED 12 OR YOUNGER.
TLHAETETETY. MEMCEAT TREBREHEAT 20, 1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. AEAD THE INSTRAUCTIONS BEFORE
LBAEEUHLAMOES —L@E. FESTRIMASH ). BARA ASSEMBLING

2. TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAIMING KIT
PAATS AS CHILOAEN MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEAR-
ING OVER HEAD

3 CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTC
DUSTBOX AT ONCE

4.00 NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPDSE AS SOME
PARTS MAY BE TOO SHARP. MORE GAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR
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i REACH OF CHILDREN

B.WRONG OF CARELESS USAGE OF MIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY
HURT THE ASSEMBLER.
7 BE CALTIONS AS POLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES ANDYOR PAINTS:
® D0 NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONINGTOXIC,
& D0 NOT LUSE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMASILITY,
00 NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES ANDIOA PAINTE INTQ MOUTH AND
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o . i WATEA AND CONSULT A DOCTOR.
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